
Task and Resources Required Work to be completed

Task 1 – Exploration of context

50% of your A Level in Design & Technology (Product Design) comes from the Non-Examined 
Assessment (NEA) that challenges you to identify real-world problems and develop innovative 
solutions. This task is the first step in that process.

Your design context is “supporting students with their next steps.“

This could relate to transitioning to university, apprenticeships, employment, vocational 
training, internships, or any other post-A Level pathway, including gap years and volunteering.

Your task is to identify genuine needs and opportunities to support students through this 
transition.

Task - Research all the different routes students might take after sixth form study:

• University (moving away from home, managing time, finances, study skills, etc.)
• Apprenticeships (balancing work and study, professionalism, transport)
• Employment (interview skills, personal branding, workplace readiness)
• Gap years or volunteering (travel, accommodation, hygiene, safety) 

Task 1

• 1x A3 PowerPoint slide.
• Range of images that show 

potential next steps for sixth 
form students.

• Annotations that expand on 
the images and explain some 
of the potential 
issues/problems that 
students might face.

Use a combination of:
• Internet research
• Conversations/interviews with 

family, friends, teachers, 
careers advisors.

As a starting point, use the 
Government’s National Careers 
Service website - Post 18 options 
| National Careers Service

A Level Design & Technology: Product Design 
Pre-Course Task
Mr Ring – mar@rws.uk.net

NEA Context: ‘Inclusive design - supporting students with their next steps’

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-18
mailto:trh@rws.uk.net


Examples of Task 1: Exploration of Context

Exemplar from previous context – your context is ‘supporting students with their next steps ’


