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Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you all had a pleasant half-term break.  All students have started back in earnest, and our Year 11 students have 
completed the first week of their PPEs, which will continue into next week - well done and keep up the good work. 

Some of our students had a wonderful ski trip to Austria over half term and you can read more about this on Page 5.  Thank 
you to all the staff who accompanied students and helped make such a memorable trip. 

You will see a poster for our School Production of Alice within this edition of the newsletter.  Tickets are now available on 
ParentPay and we encourage you to book early to avoid disappointment nearer the time. We are really looking forward to 
this annual event and seeing all the hard work in rehearsals really pay off. 

We had a very successful staff training event just before half term, where staff from schools across the Borough visit and 
share their own best practises whilst taking part in seminars.  This is a really valuable and essential part of staff's continued 
professional development. 

You will see from our lovely library article that we have a Scholastic Book Fair taking place in school across several days 
starting on Friday 1st March. Please do refer to the letter that was shared with families on 6th February regarding how to 
purchase books, as this is a cashless event.  This letter can be found on the 'Letters Home' section of our website. 

Our Year 9 students are on the cusp of making their GCSE subject choices for Year 10 and 11.  An assembly was held today, 
explaining the process to them.  More information will be shared with home shortly and we ask that students and their 
familes take time to discuss and really consider subjects that they enjoy and are good at. 

Thank you for your support, as always. 

Ms M. Lester
Headteacher

Friday 23rd February  
2024
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Above & Beyond
The following students and staff have been awarded the  

Headteacher's 'Above & Beyond' prize for February

Henry and Alexis were nominated for their hard work and 
dedication as Independent learners on obsidian level for 
Duolingo.

Lea has been awarded for conducting herself as a role model for 
younger students, proactive in helping them keep organised 
throughout our German Exchange trip. 

Kosi was proactive  in organising a stall at the Careers Fair,  he  is an 
Ambassador for British Airways – Kosi spoke to students all day at the 
fair, engaging them with his in depth knowledge of the aviation 
industry. 

Well done to you all, we are very proud of you

British Library Trip

Mrs Coxon received the Headteacher’s  ‘Above and Beyond’ award on 
her retirement on 9th February.  Mrs Coxon had worked at the school 
since September 2001 in several roles, including a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant, Head of Year, and most recently the pastoral 
Behaviour and Welfare Manager.  Happy Retirement Mrs Coxon.



1st Place with 98% - 7E

2nd Place with 97% - 7A

3rd Place with 96% - 11C & 11G



Please refer to 
our Letter on 
6th February 

on how to 
purchase 

tokens for the 
book fair! https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers



Dates for your Diary

Year 9 Options Deadlines - Friday 15th March   

  Please check the SOCS website for regular updates regarding sporting 
fixtures  https://sport.rws.uk.net

Year 9 Parents' Evening - Thursday 7th March

Easter School for RWS11 & RWS13 will be running revision 
sessions from Tuesday 2nd - Friday 5th April.  More 
information to follow   

RWS Ski Trip 2024 

After a seamless journey, students got their heads down for a good nights sleep before an 
early Sunday morning trip to the ski shop.  We were kitted out with boots, helmets and 
skis and after much anticipation, were ready for our first lesson on the slopes.  With a 
variety of ages and abilities, the ski instructors put us into groups and off we went to 
master the snow and the mountains.

Over the half term, 52 students were whisked away to 
the heady heights of the Austrian ski resort of 

Obertauren, near Salzburg. 

Our accomodation offered comfortable 
rooms and plenty of food.  In the basement 
was a sports hall where Mr Griffiths and Mr 
Lovell referreed many a game of basketball!  
There was also a pool room plus a games 
room with table football, ping pong and air 
hockey, so students were kept busy even 
when they were tired from a full day of 
skiing. 
The local town was a short but steep stroll 
which many students made each evening to 
stock up on local delicacies (Milka chocolate 
mainly) and as the week wore on, the sun 
came out and after a snowy start, we 
experienced a variety of ski conditions.  
Skiing is very challenging and tiring and 
staff were hugely impressed by how well 
the  

On our final morning, we hosted the historical 'Ski Awards' which included accolades such 
as 'Best Dressed' 'Most Improved Skier' 'Ambassador Award' & 'The Hemetsberger 
Language Award' among others. But most of all, students had a wonderful time, made 
new friends, and when asked on the homeward journey if they were looking forward to 
going home, all the students we asked replied, "Hmmmm sort of, but could have done 
with one more day" which we took as a sign of a successful trip! Thank you to Mr Freds 
and Mr Forrest for all their hard work in planning such an enjoyable experience.  

students adapted and overcame some initial challenges. 



Ravens Wood School Production

Tickets N
ow Available



Athletics News

Daisy finished 2nd with a PB of 6.09m in the long jump. Oscar also finished 2nd and 
cleared 4.40m in the pole vault. The fact these students are competing up 2-3+ years 
shows the quality of their performances and we are extremely proud of them!

Both students are ranked extremely highly in the country and we can’t wait to see what 
they can achieve in the outdoor season!                                              
                 Mr Pillow, Head of PE

A huge congratulations to Daisy in year 12 and 
Oscar in year 13 who recently competed in   the 

U20 National Athletics Championships in 
Sheffield.

Some of our lovely Valentines sweet 
treats were available before the half- 
term break. 
 Below you can see some of our 
students enjoing their Co-Curricular 
cooking club

Dont forget to top up Parent Pay accounts for 
break and lunch time



Above and Beyond Awards for Students

Ms Lester was delighted to meet with students on Thursday 11th January, to celebrate their achievements and present them with their 
Above and Beyond certificates and badges.

Our students’ achievements were as follows:

• Ozzy – Year 8: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in the Christmas Concerts this year; Ozzy arrived back from the 
German Exchange just an hour before the concert, he changed and performed magnificently for the enjoyment of all who attended.
• Leon – Year 9: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ in being reselected to play in the London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra (LSSO), playing 
percussion for the 2023-24 season.
• Trey – Year 11: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his solo drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Matthew – Year 12: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in Co-Curricular events, the Outdoor Club, Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Rugby Academy.  Matthew is one of the hardest workers and an excellent role model to students in the lower years.
• Ethan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his vocal performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Tom – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his Saxophone performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Rohan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.

Well done and congratulations to all of the above students for their fantastic achievements. 

We also celebrate the following staff who were successfully nominated for ‘Above and Beyond’ Awards:

• Mr Jones, DT Technician for his dedicated work on projects for the school (the Refectory, Stage podium, Christmas decorations for 
the school)
• Mr Parfett, Head of Psychology for fundraising for the Movember Campaign – Ravens Wood School was one of the highest 
fundraising comprehensive schools in the country, raising a massive £4.4k.
• Miss Brown, Head of Citizenship for organising the Christmas Shoe Box appeal. The aim of this appeal is to provide gifts and 
essentials to children in Europe who live in extreme poverty.
• Miss McKenzie, Director of Wellbeing for organising the Food Bank donations for those less fortunate than ourselves in the 
community.
• Mr Ralph, Head of Year 9 for running the staff social committee and organising events for his colleagues

Well done and congratulations to the staff above, and thank you for your ongoing commitment to our community.

Our popular RWS bobble hats 
are on sale for students and 
parents to purchase via Parent 
Pay for £12.50.

They are perfect  for the rainy 
weather and when supporting 
our students pitch side.

Once purchased, they will be 
available to collect from Visitor 
Reception.

#BlackandGreen

Bobble Hats 



@rw_school @rwspe @RWSMusicDept


