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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our latest edition of the RWS News.   I am sure students, parents and carers are looking forward to the Easter Break for a 
well earned rest.  Students in Years 11 and 13 have been invited to Easter school revision sessions to provide as much support as 
possible before the summer exam season.  Thank you to staff who are running these sessions during the break and we hope our 
students really make the most of this additional support. 

I would like to offer a huge congratulations to all students who participated in our annual school production of 'Alice.' It was a 
fantastic production and we are so proud of each and every cast member. We are also grateful to staff and students who worked 
behind the scenes, and of course the Drama department and IT technicians who helped make this all happen.  Well done everyone, 
we hope our audiences enjoyed it too.

Last week we also celebrated Science Week; there is more information on all the different activities that were on offer on Page 5.   

For anyone looking for activities over the Easter break, there is some information within this newsletter that has been shared with 
us by Bromley Borough, detailing their Holiday and Food Activities (HAF) - we hope you find this useful. 

Next week our PE department are taking over 80 students to Valencia for the annual football tour. We hope students are looking 
forward to this trip. They really do create lasting memories for our students.  A great deal of planning and organising goes into these 
visits so thanks again to all those involved. 

I wrote to all families this week outlining the arrangements for the Easter break, including an early finish on 
our last day, Thursday 28th March, followed by a late start when we return on Monday 15th April. We return to 
a Week A timetable.  The letter also includes some useful information about safeguarding over the Easter break,
and key dates in the summer term,  so please do save this for reference. 

Have a wonderful Easter.

Ms M. Lester
Headteacher

German Exchange  
on Page 7

Outdoor Club Page 8

Science Week  
on Page 5



Last week we participated in the school's production of "Alice" on Wednesday the 13th and 
Thursday the 14th March. It was a brilliant experience and brought together a lot of people from 

different  year groups. We are grateful to the audiences on both nights, the feedback was very 
positive and we hope you all enjoyed the production as much as we did. We would like to give a big 

thank you to everyone who helped in the production of the play, and a special thank you to the 
Drama department who committed their time into organising this since October. We are very proud 

of what we have achieved and hope you will all come and watch our production again next year.

Lizzie and Eleanor, Cast Members



Year 10 Drawing Workshop
On Friday, 15th March, we welcomed Paul Brandford, art tutor from 'We 

Explore Drawing' into the Art department. Paul was leading a workshop which 
introduced expressive drawing techniques, using ink and stick mark making 

and charcoal. Year 10 GCSE art students enjoyed the workshop and will 
include this work in their Non Examination coursework and current project 

entitled 'Fantastic Beasts'.

Mrs Hemming, Head of Art



Art Trip

On Tuesday the 19th of March, Year 12 and Year 13 Art & Photography students 
travelled to Middlesex University with Miss Abbott to partake in bespoke 

Photographic workshops. Students had the opportunity to use the advanced 
facilities to produce work for their coursework projects; they produced 

Chemigrams using photographic chemicals and used old-school 5x4 medium 
format cameras to produce beautiful portraits; students also took advantage of 
the amazing photography studios, by producing light tracing photographs using 

colour gels and light torches!



This year the STEM Academy have again been busy building CanSats as 
part of the European Space Agency competition.  A CanSat is a fully 

functioning satellite contained within the volume of a normal soft drink 
can. It is launched in a rocket to an altitude of approx 1000m and then 

records telemetry data during its return to Earth, also carrying out 
additional scientific investigations. The teams recently took their CanSats 

to a regional launch event to carry out a test rocket launch.  All three 
CanSats were successfully launched, allowing vital testing of the internal 

scientific instruments, internal electronic components and parachute 
recovery systems.  The data collected during the test launches will now be 
used to improve the design and construction of the CanSats ahead of any 

future launches.
~~~~~

Years 7-10 celebrated British Science Week in style with an array of practical lessons and 
new opportunities for learning. The theme of this year’s Science Week was ‘Time’, and 

so the Science department created new and engaging activities that capture the 
importance of Time in our universe, with awe and wonder at the heart of these lessons. 
Our first task was to make marble timers – a challenging and creative engineering task. 
The aim was to make the marble reach the end exactly 10 seconds after letting go at the 

start. (Big thank you to those that donated resources for this activity.) 

We learned about the biological importance of time for seed dispersal of plants. Students 
made and modified their own seeds and learnt that successful dispersal gives plants a 
competitive advantage and time in the air is essential for this.  We also tested our own 

nervous systems by measuring our reaction times using only a ruler. This practical required 
close attention to the control variables to ensure our results were valid. 

SCIENCE WEEK 



April is Autism 
Awareness Month



German Exchange
Following on from the success of the 
German exchange for KS3 and KS4, 
the following week our A Level 
German students welcomed their 
exchange partners back for their  
trip to the UK. The RWS A Level class 
did their work experience in Leer in 
Northern Germany last December at 
the same time as the lower school 
exchange with Ms Hemetsberger 
and Mr Tysall.  Similar to their  
German partners, the RWS Sixth 
Form students worked in 
kindergartens as well as shops. 

STUDENT WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENT                 
The careers department, in conjunction with our MFL department, arranged 
placements for five German exchange students last week. The students were 
placed at two of our Trust Primary Schools, Hawes Down and Langley Park 
Primary School, as well as Burnt Ash Primary School in Bromley. 

Thank you to those schools for hosting the students and for providing an 
experience in a UK education setting.  A huge thank you as well to our Year 12 
students and their families for hosting the students and for exposing the 
German students to new cultures, languages and international awareness.  We 
look forward to another successful exchange programme next year. 

The highlight of the trip for many of us was the trip to see Hamilton!



Above and Beyond Awards for Students

Ms Lester was delighted to meet with students on Thursday 11th January, to celebrate their achievements and present them with their 
Above and Beyond certificates and badges.

Our students’ achievements were as follows:

• Ozzy – Year 8: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in the Christmas Concerts this year; Ozzy arrived back from the 
German Exchange just an hour before the concert, he changed and performed magnificently for the enjoyment of all who attended.
• Leon – Year 9: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ in being reselected to play in the London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra (LSSO), playing 
percussion for the 2023-24 season.
• Trey – Year 11: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his solo drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Matthew – Year 12: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in Co-Curricular events, the Outdoor Club, Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Rugby Academy.  Matthew is one of the hardest workers and an excellent role model to students in the lower years.
• Ethan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his vocal performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Tom – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his Saxophone performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Rohan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.

Well done and congratulations to all of the above students for their fantastic achievements. 

We also celebrate the following staff who were successfully nominated for ‘Above and Beyond’ Awards:

• Mr Jones, DT Technician for his dedicated work on projects for the school (the Refectory, Stage podium, Christmas decorations for 
the school)
• Mr Parfett, Head of Psychology for fundraising for the Movember Campaign – Ravens Wood School was one of the highest 
fundraising comprehensive schools in the country, raising a massive £4.4k.
• Miss Brown, Head of Citizenship for organising the Christmas Shoe Box appeal. The aim of this appeal is to provide gifts and 
essentials to children in Europe who live in extreme poverty.
• Miss McKenzie, Director of Wellbeing for organising the Food Bank donations for those less fortunate than ourselves in the 
community.
• Mr Ralph, Head of Year 9 for running the staff social committee and organising events for his colleagues

Well done and congratulations to the staff above, and thank you for your ongoing commitment to our community.

Year 8 Outdoor Club
We're delighted to announce the fantastic achievement of our Year 8 Outdoor 
Club this week! After school, our enthusiastic students rolled up their sleeves 
and got their hands dirty planting a total of 25 saplings. This green initiative, 
made possible by the generous donation from the Woodland Trust, marks a 

significant step forward in our school's commitment to environmental 
stewardship.

Among the varieties planted are Rowan, Silver Birch, and Wild Cherry trees, 
carefully selected to thrive in our local ecosystem. These trees will not only 

enhance the beauty of our school grounds but also provide vital habitat and 
sustenance for local wildlife.

We extend our sincerest thanks to the Woodland Trust for their donations and 
partnership in this endeavour. Their contribution shows the power of 

community collaboration in nurturing our natural environment.
- Mr Eydmann 

Teacher in charge of Outdoor 
Education 







Dates for your Diary

Last Day of Term - Thursday 28th March - early finish    

  Please check the SOCS website for regular updates regarding sporting fixtures  
https://sport.rws.uk.net

Easter School for RWS11 & RWS13 will be running revision 
sessions from Tuesday 2nd - Friday 5th April.  

 RWS13 Raising Achievement Evening  - Tuesday 26th March    
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - Wednesday 27th March   

1st Place with 97% - 7A, 7D & 7E
2nd Place with 96% - 11G
                3rd Place with 9% - 9D

Attendance





Our Year 8’s won a highly competitive game to 
advance to the Kent Cup final for the second year 
in a row.

The score was close throughout and the boys 
worked together defensively for a clutch 4th 
quarter push to get the job done. 

We look to take on a strong Bullers Wood side next 
week in the final. 

Joint MVP (Most Valuable Player) for our leading 
scorers Orion and Charlie who combined for 33 
points. 

                        
                            - Mr Richards, Teacher in charge of Basketball 

Basketball News



                                      Bromley Rotary Club Schools’ Day - 19th March 2024

For the last 20 or more years, The Bromley Rotary Club has invited representatives from three of 
its local secondary schools to tell them about their hopes and aspirations. On Tuesday a teacher 
and two sixth-formers from Coopers, Ravens Wood and Hayes Schools joined us for lunch at The 
Warren, Hayes.
To a packed audience Rene, (from Ravens Wood), Ofure and Steve (from Coopers) and Rose 
(from Hayes) spoke passionately and articulately about the challenges they have faced and their 
ambitious aspirations for the future. This was not a competition, but an opportunity for a spot of 
public speaking for the young people, and for Rotary Club members, many not in the first flush 
of youth, to hear from them first-hand. And very impressive they were!
After the speeches Mr Jared Nehra, Bromley’s Director of Education, gave a brief thank you, 
congratulating the students and thanking the schools for their participation in this event. 
Photographed: Students and teachers from Ravens Wood School, Coopers School, Mr Jared 
Nehra (Director of Education), and Hayes School (left to right) at Bromley Rotary’s Schools Day

For Further information:
John Bruce Bromley Rotary Club
Email: john_bruce@ntl world.com
Phone: 020 8467 0664 or 07956 801761

Community                                                                                    

We are delighted to say that there have been two candidates for the vacancy of Parent Governor. 
Thank you to these parents/carers for standing.

This means we must now hold a ballot. The nominations are for the following candidates; 

• Michael John Frawley
• Pamela Manfo-Marc

You may vote for one candidate. Please refer to the candidates’ statements when making your 
decision as to whom to vote for, shared in today's  letter from Ms Lester, along with your voter 
code. 

Each parent can submit one vote for one candidate, regardless of the number of children you have 
attending the school. As indicated on the voting form, you should vote by selecting the name of the 
parent you support.

Online voting;
To access online voting please use the following link 

https://forms.office.com/e/znCLXPmFt9 or scan the QR code 

        RWS Parent Governor Elections





@rw_school @rwspe @RWSMusicDept


