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Dear Parents and Carers,

Seasons Greetings! Welcome to our last newsletter of 2023.  I am sure lots of us are counting down to Christmas! I wanted to share a reminder regarding 
arrangements for the end of term and the start of the spring term in 2024; which were in the letter sent on 7th December, and can be found on the school 
website 'Information/Letters Home' section.

Tuesday 19th December - Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 
Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings will be available, at a cost of £3.50. Those in receipt of free school meals will be able to purchase this meal and will 
be subsidised by the school.  Tuesday is also our Charity Christmas Jumper Day, where students are invited to wear a colourful or Christmas themed 
jumper, along with their uniform. School trousers, shirts and ties must be worn. Participation is voluntary and a suggested £2 donation can be made via 
ParentPay from Friday 15th December.  All proceeds will be split between Save the Children charity and our school’s chosen charity, Cardiac Risk in the 
Young.

Wednesday 20th December – last day of term
A reminder that we finish early on Wednesday 20th December, and students will be dismised from 12.10 onwards.

Thursday 4th January 2024 - First day of spring term 
Students should arrive in school promptly for a 10.50am registration with Form Tutors. Students will then go to period 3 at 11.10am. Please remember that 
we return to School on a week A timetable. The school canteen will be open for students at lunchtime only on Thursday 4th January.

Our German Exchange students had a wonderful trip and returned on Wednesday.  We hope they all enjoyed this visit and have really honed their 
language skills, you can read more about this on Page 3.

I would like to extend a huge congratulations for those students who participated in the Christmas Concert on Wednesday evening and we can't wait to 
see the second show, taking place on Monday 18th December.  We know how hard you have been working and we have all enjoyed getting into the fesitive 
spirit as we have heard your rehearsals ringing around the school over the last week.  Well done and thank you to all involved, including our fantastic 
music department. 

Congratulations to our first ever U18 girls football team winners, who beat Beths Grammar School 7 - 0 !  We are also delighted for  
our Year 13 player Bethany, who has been be called to the first team at Tottenham Hotspur, this is an amazing achievement. 

Sadly, our RWS journey to the U18 National Vase came to an end on Wednesday, in a last minute defeat by Mill Hill School.  
Thank you to everyone who came to support in the rainy conditions, and to our players, we are immensely proud of you all!

Have a wonderful fesitive break,

Ms M. Lester
Headteacher
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Cultural Celebrations - Hanukkah
Students had the opportunity to participate in the second cultural 
workshop of the academic year; looking at the celebration of 
Hanukkah.
A display of hanukkiot (Hanukkah menorahs) helped set the scene 
for understanding why the festival is celebrated and why it is an 
important moment in the Jewish calendar; Mr Tysall was on hand 
to explain the hanukkiot, answer questions and explain Hanukkah 
in more detail for students.

There was then the opportunity to sample some latkes, 
sufganiyot and other Hanukkah treats, before students were able 
to chance their hand and win chocolate coins in a game or two of 
dreidel.
A huge thanks to Mr Marriott and the Sixth Form Student 
Leadership team for their support in organising the event.

Mr Tysall, Head of History



Educational Visits

On 6th December, a group of 15 students from RWS11 went on a 
visit to Bromley College. This was to give them an insight into 
the courses that Bromley (part of London South East Colleges) 
offer post 16, once they have completed their GCSEs. We had a 
good look around the different areas of the college -in particular 
the practical courses that interested the students, such as Motor 
Vehicle, Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry and Bricklaying. We 
also bumped into some ex students who were busy working on 
their Level 1 and Level 2 courses, and were able to give some 
first-hand feedback to our current students looking to follow in 
their footsteps. 

On Wednesday 6th December a group of 15 year 12 STEM students had a trip to 
Imperial College London to hear about some of the exciting courses they run and to 
have a tour of the campus.  Due to a change of travel plans, we arrived in early and 
took full advantage of the close proximity to the Natural History Museum.  The 
students had 50mins for a whistle stop tour of the Museum, including a chance to 
stand in the Earthquake room and where Ms Winter got to build her own arachnid.  
Arriving at Imperial College, we were shown into the lecture theatre where we first 
listened to an interactive lecture on Bioengineering, contrary to popular belief you 
did not actually have to study Biology to access the course.  Students had hands on 
experience of looking at knee and hip joints as well as prosthetic legs.
Then we listened to a lecture on Physics and in particular focussing on the Sun and 
its surface.  Likening the Sun to a pot of boiling tomato soup, we found out that some 
of the Sun Spots seen on the surface are bigger than the Earth and can eject radiation 
that could wipe out communication on Earth and affect all electronics.  The final 
lecture was on Material Science where using ideas that nature has already perfected, 
we looked at how this could be applied to practical ideas like Geko Tape which while 
easy to peel off substances was impossible to remove when two surfaces where stuck 
together.  

Also investigating the fact that iridescent colours in nature are not real colours ,but 
due to the construction of the feathers and how this applies to making iridescent 
materials also grabbed the students attention.
We completed the day with a tour of the campus and with the students 
contemplating areas of STEM that they had not previously thought about.
Mrs Bristow and Ms Winter.

Christmas Panto trip for Year 7 

Our Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed  Cinderella in 
Pantomime at Bromley's Churchill Theatre, on Wednesday 

6th December,  where fun was had by  had by all!
Thanks to our Year 7 Form Tutors and Pastoral Team for 

accompanying the boys 
for this festive trreat. 

German Exchange

A group of 15 Year 8 to 10 students have just 
returned from a successful German Exchange trip to 
Leer in Ostfriesland.
Whilst there, they had the opportunity to experience 
lessons in a German school and to learn about the 
important trading history of Leer and its relationship 
with England. Alpaca and llama trekking introduced 
everybody to the bracing (and damp!) East Frisian 
countryside, whilst a trip to Oldenburg with their 
exchange partners allowed the students to take in 
the sights, sounds, smells and, yes, tastes of a 
proper German Christmas Market.
Students commented about the trip:
"I really enjoyed visiting Leer and experiencing 
German family life."
"I learnt independence and lots of new vocabulary."
"I met lots of new friends."
"I would recommend the trip as it's good life 
experience and you get to visit new places."
All of the boys involved demonstrated the very best 
of lead, learn, excel and all involved are proud to say 
„wir sind schwarz und grün“
Everybody is now looking forward to welcoming the 
German teachers and students to Bromley in 2024.

Miss Hemetsberger and Mr Tysall



Accent Catering

Accent Catering are pleased to introduce some new and 
exciting menus from January 2024. Due to rising food 
costs, there will be some increases to pricing, however 
we are increasing our meal deal offer, to give students 
great value options.
From January, the following meal deals will be available 
for £3.00.

 Main Meal and Home Bake dessert
 Large Pasta Pot and a Home Bake
 Baguette and a Home Bake
 Simple Sandwich, Home Bake and a small still water

Please look out for updated menus on the school website 
and ensure your child’s ParentPay is topped up ready for 
the spring term. Please also check if limits are set to 
ensure students can purchase food at break and lunch if 
needed. 

Celebrating students

Our Headteacher, Ms Lester, was delighted to meet with the group of students in the above picture, who are 
the first in our school to receive the prestigious ‘Above and Beyond’ student award.  The award is for any 

student who has achieved ‘Above and Beyond’ in any field, for example, sporting, academic, creative arts or 
extracurricular activities.

The group consisted of Bethany, who has been selected to play for a premiership 1st Team football club, 
Joshua, who was selected to represent England in the Indoor Pentathlon event at Cardiff, and Daniel, 

George, Freddie, George and Max, who recently came first in the Geography GA Worldwide Quiz. 
Congratulations go to all of these students on their fantastic achievements.





Safeguarding

Staff Vacancy

This week some of our Year 
8 & 9 students have been 

constructing and painting model 
racing cars in Design Technology.  
They have been developing their 

team work skills working 
collaboratively in small groups, 

making huge  progress with 
following instructions, attention 

and listening.

Design TechnologyDesign Technology



Road Safety



Dates for your Diary

Please check the SOCS website for regular updates 
regarding sporting fixtures  https://sport.rws.uk.net

1st Place with 98% - 7E

2nd Place with 97% - 7A

3rd Place with 96% - 11A

Christmas Lunch (£3.50) and Christmas 
Jumper Day (£2) - Tuesday 19th December  
Last day of term - Wednesday 20th December   

Christmas Concert - Monday 18th December 

Wednesday 3rd January - INSET Day  
Thursday 4th January - Students Return to School at 
10.50am  

Health Matters
Young People and their healthcare 

rights, Art Competition;

https://www.transformationpartners.nhs.uk/children-and-young-peoples-healthcare-rights-arts-competition/

RWS Christian Union is a student-led group of Christians who come together every Friday lunchtime to read and discuss the bible.  Every session 
has something new and profound which is meant to help everyone there. We sometimes watch videos or listen to someone’s faith story. Another 
benefit of the club is that there are always biscuits!
This term, we’ve been going through the Gospel of Mark. Personally, I have to say that the talks given really do help me and I have taken a lot of 
them on board. The material is delivered by students.  We have even had a Year 7 deliver an amazing talk! In each session we discuss how each 
passage can be applied to our lives as teenagers and as Christians.

In our opinion, it is of the utmost importance that those who identify as Christians can have a group of like-minded friends at school. We believe 
that having a congregation of fellow Christians beside you is amazing, because it helps you stay strong in your faith, and you are also able to help 
others in their faith too. The love and care everyone in the Christian Union has for each other is remarkable and incredibly encouraging.

Surprisingly, we are also visited by several atheists as well in the fellowship. We’re a group that enjoys having 
new people that don’t even practice the faith. We have discussions which can enjoy. 
IDo feel free to pop in and see what we’re up to.

Shiloh , Year 11

Christian Union







@rw_school

@rwspe

@RWSMusicDept


