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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our latest edition of the RWS News.  

We are almost ready to lower the lights for our school production of Alice. Based on Lewis Carroll's tale,  Alice is a modern adaptation 
of the classic and much loved story about rabbit holes, pocket watches and talking caterpillars.  If you havent bought your tickets 
yet, please do; they are available on Parent Pay. To everyone involved, 'Break a leg!' 

Yesterday, we said 'Auf Wiedersehen' to our German Exchange students, who we welcomed into school. They have had a wonderful 
time, visiting Chislehurst Caves, Bowling and spending some time in school with us.  Our exchange programme was established over 
30 years ago and we are so proud of the relationship that has been embedded during this time.  Some of our families have arranged 
for their familes to holiday together in their own time, and when our students are in Germany, they enjoy visiting traditional  
markets as well as East Frisian tea time.   Thank you to Ms Hemetsberger and all those involved in forging these friendships and 
making wonderful memories. 

We held our election for the Bromley Youth Council yesterday and you can read more about this on P5. Well done to everyone who 
put themselves forward for nomination. 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Book Fair this week, and to Miss Adams, our Librarian for organising it.  We hope students 
came home with some exciting new titles to read. 

We also had our Year 9 Parents' Evening last night which had a participation rate of over 91%.  Thank you for your support at these 
valuable meetings, we hope the feedback gives students plenty to build on. 

There are some important reminders about uniform, vaccinations and reporting absence contained 
within this newsletter so please do take some time to read through.   As always, your child's form tutor 
is the first point of contact for any issues or questions you may have. 

Have a wonderful weekend.

Ms M. Lester
Headteacher

Friday 8th March   
2024
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German Exchange
Early last Friday, after a long overnight journey on the coach and the ferry, we welcomed to Ravens Wood 14 

students and two teachers from the Teletta-Groß-Gymnasium, our partner school in Germany. They shadowed 
their exchange partners in lessons before going into Bromley to explore the local area. In the afternoon, they 

met up again with their exchange partners for a round of bowling. 

The weekend was spent with our host families who arranged a variety of activities for their visitors. A big thank 
you to all the families involved, both for hosting and organising fun-packed weekends! 

During the week, the German students explored London's sights with their teachers, impressively taking over 
20,000 steps on some days!  

A final joint trip to the Chislehurst Caves for the German and Ravens Wood students on Thursday concluded a 
week marked by new experiences and new friendships forged. We wish the German students and teachers a 

safe journey home and already look forward to welcoming them back next year. 



Above & Beyond

The following students have been awarded the  most 
recent Headteacher's 'Above & Beyond' prize 

Daisy  S in Year 12 won the U20 South England long jump title, won English Schools July, Won the School 
International meet July, Represented GB in September in Italy and won her event.    In February she 
competed in the U20 National Athletics Championships in Sheffield and finished 2nd with a PB of 6.09m in 
long jump! 
Oscarin Year 13 attended the U20 National Athletics in Sheffield and finished 2nd with a PB of 4.40m in pole 
vault
Alex C and Zach F  in Year 12 have been mentoring and providing English intervention with a group of Year 11 
students who are involved in rugby. Their sessions are incredibly insightful which has been commented on 
by Heads of Department , they are both so patient and really helping them.
Noah H in Year 8 has created a tower defence game in his own time. It is attached to a website where he 
could in theory, publish his code and allow anyone to digitally play his game. Noah expanded on the website 
building module he has learnt, and taught himself another programming language (java script) using digital 
assets such as models and music - he has had assistance from his mum, but has taken a pre-taught module 
at school and created a project which could be compared to an A level NEA project. If he continues to 
develop this game, he will have theoretically completed an A level project in Year 8.
                                                                                    Well done to you all! 



Above and Beyond Awards for Students

Ms Lester was delighted to meet with students on Thursday 11th January, to celebrate their achievements and present them with their 
Above and Beyond certificates and badges.

Our students’ achievements were as follows:

• Ozzy – Year 8: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in the Christmas Concerts this year; Ozzy arrived back from the 
German Exchange just an hour before the concert, he changed and performed magnificently for the enjoyment of all who attended.
• Leon – Year 9: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ in being reselected to play in the London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra (LSSO), playing 
percussion for the 2023-24 season.
• Trey – Year 11: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his solo drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Matthew – Year 12: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in Co-Curricular events, the Outdoor Club, Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Rugby Academy.  Matthew is one of the hardest workers and an excellent role model to students in the lower years.
• Ethan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his vocal performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Tom – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his Saxophone performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Rohan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.

Well done and congratulations to all of the above students for their fantastic achievements. 

We also celebrate the following staff who were successfully nominated for ‘Above and Beyond’ Awards:

• Mr Jones, DT Technician for his dedicated work on projects for the school (the Refectory, Stage podium, Christmas decorations for 
the school)
• Mr Parfett, Head of Psychology for fundraising for the Movember Campaign – Ravens Wood School was one of the highest 
fundraising comprehensive schools in the country, raising a massive £4.4k.
• Miss Brown, Head of Citizenship for organising the Christmas Shoe Box appeal. The aim of this appeal is to provide gifts and 
essentials to children in Europe who live in extreme poverty.
• Miss McKenzie, Director of Wellbeing for organising the Food Bank donations for those less fortunate than ourselves in the 
community.
• Mr Ralph, Head of Year 9 for running the staff social committee and organising events for his colleagues

Well done and congratulations to the staff above, and thank you for your ongoing commitment to our community.

Bromley Youth Council Elections 
Ravens Wood hosted our election for the Bromley 

Youth Council this Thursday.  Over 1400 students took 
part in our Single Transferable Vote system, and our 

Government and Politics students assisted throughout 
the day. We will announce the winner as soon as the 

votes have been counted. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to our PSFA for all their hard work 
and fundraising for the School. If you would like to get involved, then please 

get in touch so we can continue to support and enhace our students' learning 
ravenswoodpsfa@yahoo.com

They have recently awarded several departments with funding to enable us 
to purchase the following items; 

Technoline Weather 
stations for 
Geography

Pinhole 

cameras 

for Art

Science 
Lab 

Equipment

Magaizine 
Subscription 

Plants for the 
quiet garden

Additional 
Textbooks

Thank you to our PSFA 





Uniform 
A reminder about our expectations and guidelines

Each day, students in Years 7-11 are expected to wear their blazer, RWS tie and correct 
footwear, as illustrated in the images below. 

We appreciate that some students will be missing an item from time to time, and 
therefore we do have a small supply of spare uniform available to loan from Student 

Reception. Replacement items can easily be purchased from the PSFA ,and ties can be 
purchsed ad-hoc from Student Reception (£6 small, £7 large - correct cash only)  

Further information is provided below but please do get in touch with your child's 
form tutor if you have any issues regarding uniform

Ties and blazers 
should be worn every 

day 
~

Year group ribbons 
are available from 

Student Reception, 
free of charge

~
Trainers are not 

acceptable footwear, 
unless accompanied 
by medical evidence 

~
All items should be 

clearly named
~

Lost property is held 
at Student Reception

School Uniform Shop
During the school year top-up items can be purchased 

online via the PSFA click and collect website

Click and Collect orders can be collected from Main 
Reception from 3.30-4pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

(Term time only). 
You will get a confirmation email to confirm when  your 

order is ready to collect
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Science 

Exploring the wonders of static electricity has become an engaging 
venture for our Year 8 students, who have embarked on a journey with 

balloons as their scientific tools! Imagine the spectacle: as you rub a 
balloon against your hair, it transforms into a whimsical forest of 

miniature, electrically charged trees. But how does this enchanting 
phenomenon occur?

Delving into the essence of static electricity reveals a captivating 
dance between positively and negatively charged particles. When the 

balloon and your hair engage in their secret handshake, electrons leap 
between them, generating an electric charge that turns your hair into 

a lively playground.
Our balloon experiments served as a visual demonstration, illustrating 
the dance of opposite charges attracting each other, while like charges 
repel. Static electricity, at its core, is a mesmerising blend of chemistry 
and physics, leaving our students positively charged with excitement!

             Ms Cheng, Teacher of Science



1st Place with 98% - 7E

2nd Place with 97% - 7A

3rd Place with 96% - 11C & 11G

Vaccination Reminder
A letter has been shared with parents/carers of Year 9 Students confirming that 
they will no longer need a second dose of their HPV Vaccination.  The first dose 

was issued in Year 8 and its no longer necessary to have a second dose. 

Year 8 students are invited for their HPV Vaccination on 27th March and we ask 
that you confirm whether or not you would like your child to receive this by using 

the following link https://sav.hrch.nhs.uk/hpv/2023/bromley

If your child has missed any previous vaccinations, due to ilness or absence, then 
please get in touch with the nursing team on  0203 903 3375 or email 

HRCH.ImmunisationTeamBromleyMailbox@nhs.net
to make arranagements.  They will be able to meet students on Wednesday 27th 

March in school, or they can offer you an appointment at one of their clinics.

Attendance and Absence 
If your child has an appointment that cannot be booked outside of school 

hours, then please ensure you have notified the Attendance Officer via email 
attendance@rws.uk.net, giving as much notice as possible. Please also include 

evidence of the appointment for our records, such as an appointment card, 
text-message/screen shot, or hospital letter. If your child needs to leave school 

before the end of the school day, mobile phones should be handed in at 
Student Reception in the morning (rather than their Form Room) so that they 
can collect it quickly when signing out.  Please also remind students of timings 
on the day so they sign out promptly.  It is important to clarify if your child is 

being collected or if they have permission to leave school site.
For leave of absence during term time, you can complete the online form but 
we must point out that taking your child out of school during term time could 
be detrimental to your child’s educational progress.  There is no entitlement to 
parents to take their child out of school during term time, however, you may 
apply to the school for leave of absence if you believe there are exceptional 

circumstances.

 



Dates for your Diary

Year 9 Options Deadlines - Friday 15th March   

  Please check the SOCS website for regular updates regarding sporting fixtures  
https://sport.rws.uk.net

Easter School for RWS11 & RWS13 will be running revision 
sessions from Tuesday 2nd - Friday 5th April.  

School Production 'Alice'  - Wedsnesday 13th and Thursday 14th March    

The following information has been shared 
with us by our Bromley Schools Liaion 

Officer 

Subject: Warning Regarding Dangerous Vape Devices in Bromley

We write to bring your attention to a concerning issue affecting our school community. There have been 
reports in London of young individuals experiencing health complications after using vape devices containing 

drugs.

We wish to emphasise the importance of informing parents about the hazards associated with unregulated 
vape pens, given the recent surge in related incidents. Law enforcement authorities across London, including 
our local police officers, have seized numerous vapes from students in the past weeks. Some of these devices 

are currently undergoing testing to detect dangerous Class B substances such as Spice or THC, the active 
component in cannabis.

It has come to our understanding that certain reusable vape pens are being illicitly filled with drugs by 
dealers. Officers have received information about students falling ill after using these altered devices, which 
are then believed to be distributed among young people through platforms like Snapchat and other social 

media apps.

Parents/Caregivers must be aware that unregulated vape pens pose a serious threat to the health of young 
individuals. Those contemplating the purchase of these unauthorised, home-filled devices are unaware of 

their contents and the potential dangers they pose. THC and Spice are harmful psychoactive substances that 
can lead to severe health problems, necessitating heightened vigilance on the part of parents/Caregivers.

THC, the primary psychoactive compound in cannabis, and Spice, a group of synthetic Class B drugs, are 
known to mimic the effects of cannabis. Inhaling Spice through a vaping pen is particularly hazardous for 

young people, leading to various health issues such as breathing difficulties, chest pains, heart palpitations, 
seizures, extreme anxiety, paranoia, suicidal thoughts, psychosis, vomiting or diarrhoea, and acute kidney 

injury. In some instances, a single dose can prove fatal.

Our Bromley Police Schools Officers are collaborating closely with our schools and partners to share 
information and intelligence on this matter so we can better understand the issues. We urge parents, 

guardians, and anyone with pertinent information about those supplying these vapes to contact the Police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org, 

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/fearless or by calling 0800 555 111.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. Your cooperation and awareness are crucial in ensuring 
the safety and well-being of our children.

from H. Burke - Bromley Schools Liaison Officer



@rw_school @rwspe @RWSMusicDept


