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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the first Summer Term edition of the School Newsletter. I hope you all had a wonderful break over the Easter period.  

You may recall that before the break, I wrote to families to advise of our new method of reporting absence to the school, using the 
StudyBugs application. There is more information on this on Page 3, as well as details about the MCAS (My Child at School) website 
and app, and this includes important information on how to download and use these online tools.  I also recently shared 
information about changes to the school day to accomodate the Public Exam period, so please do make a note of this. 

We had a wonderful Spring Concert on Wednesday this week,  and it was clear how much effort has gone into rehearsals and 
planning for this production, so well done to all involved, especially the performers, the Music Department and the IT technicians. It 
was a wonderful performance and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Thank you to those who voted in our Parent Governor election.  The deadline for voting was today at midday and we look forward to 
sharing the result with you in due course.  Thank you to both candidates for putting themselves forward to join our Governing Body.  

Year 10 students have been invited to their Parents' Evening which takes place on Thursday 2nd May.  A letter was sent out on 16th 
April to advise familes on booking instructions and we look forward to seeing you at these invaluable appointments. A copy of this 
letter, as well as letters regarding StudyBugs/MCAS and school day changes, can be found on the school website under 'Information' 
and 'Letters Home.' 

We welcomed back our Year 9 studens from Valencia who had a wonderful time.  Please do check out the Twitter video that was 
shared and the link can be found here  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qLXCXxLMvo&t=3s 

As we look ahead to the Summer Term, we have two Duke of Edinburgh trips fast approaching (Bronze and 
Silver) so good luck to all involved we hope the expeditions are a success and that the weather is kind. 

Have a wonderful weekend

Ms M. Lester
Headteacher

Study Bugs and MCAS   
on Page 3

Catering News on Page 4

Above & Beyond 
on Page 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qLXCXxLMvo&t=3s


Above & Beyond

The following students have been presented with the 
prestigious 'Above & Beyond' award for their contributions as 

follows;

• James in Year 9 for competing in the National Mathematics challenge and 
gaining a Silver Award

• George in Year 10 for competing in the National Mathematics challenge and 
gaining a Gold Award

• Benjamin in Year 10 for competing in the National Mathematics challenge and 
gaining a Gold Award

• Benjy in Year 11 for competing in the National Mathematics challenge and 
gaining a Gold Award

• Henry in Year 10 for competing in the National Mathematics challenge and 
gaining a Gold Award

• Matthew in Year 12 for representing England in U17's Rugby
• Jasper in Year 12 for Senior debut  for the London Broncos (Rugby)
• Alfie in Year 11 for competing in the International Hawkstone International 

Motocross

The following staff have been presented with the prestigious 
'Above & Beyond' award for their contributions as follows;

• Miss Adams, Librarian for the amazing and creative displays in the library and 
producing engaging themes and games to inspire students’ reading.

• Mr Morrissey, Teacher of History  for his exemplary Pastoral support.
• Miss Hemetsberger, Teacher of MFL and with responsibility for Reading for her 

organisation of the German Exchange and taking older German students for 
Work Experience.

• Miss Hawkins, Data Manager  for being super helpful in setting up a programme 
for the Parent Governor voting system, her attention to detail and 
conscientiousness always outstanding.

• Ms Ware, Exec Chef Accent Catering for working so well with the Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion programme this year at the school, organising 
decorations for the canteen, as well as bespoke menus and key food items 
without being asked (for example Red Nose Day, Diwali menu, Cultural Fair).



https://docs.bromcom.com/
knowledge-base/mcas-pare

nt-guide/

https://d3kchveacp7yrb.cloudfront.net/2023/07/MCAS-Parent-Guide-July-23-android-added.pdf


New Summer Menu

New Snack Pod
We are excited to announce the opening of our new 'Snack Pod' in the playground area.  
This will be open at break and lunch time for Students in Years 7-11 from Monday 22nd 

April. Below is a sample of what will be on offer; 

Lunch
Sausage rolls

Steak/Chicken Slice

Drinks
Water

Radnor Splash
Radnor Fizz

Snacks
Popcorn
Nachos
Waffles

Homebakes
Jelly
Fruit

Chocolate Mousse

Morning Break
A selection of different hot 

items such as Pizza, 
Wedges/Twisty 

Fries/Potato Puffs, 
Quesadilla’s, Burritos, 

Jamaican patties.



Above and Beyond Awards for Students

Ms Lester was delighted to meet with students on Thursday 11th January, to celebrate their achievements and present them with their 
Above and Beyond certificates and badges.

Our students’ achievements were as follows:

• Ozzy – Year 8: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in the Christmas Concerts this year; Ozzy arrived back from the 
German Exchange just an hour before the concert, he changed and performed magnificently for the enjoyment of all who attended.
• Leon – Year 9: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ in being reselected to play in the London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra (LSSO), playing 
percussion for the 2023-24 season.
• Trey – Year 11: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his solo drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Matthew – Year 12: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his involvement in Co-Curricular events, the Outdoor Club, Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Rugby Academy.  Matthew is one of the hardest workers and an excellent role model to students in the lower years.
• Ethan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his vocal performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Tom – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his Saxophone performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.
• Rohan – Year 13: Has gone ‘above and beyond’ with his drumming performance in both the Christmas Concerts and Christmas 
assemblies.

Well done and congratulations to all of the above students for their fantastic achievements. 

We also celebrate the following staff who were successfully nominated for ‘Above and Beyond’ Awards:

• Mr Jones, DT Technician for his dedicated work on projects for the school (the Refectory, Stage podium, Christmas decorations for 
the school)
• Mr Parfett, Head of Psychology for fundraising for the Movember Campaign – Ravens Wood School was one of the highest 
fundraising comprehensive schools in the country, raising a massive £4.4k.
• Miss Brown, Head of Citizenship for organising the Christmas Shoe Box appeal. The aim of this appeal is to provide gifts and 
essentials to children in Europe who live in extreme poverty.
• Miss McKenzie, Director of Wellbeing for organising the Food Bank donations for those less fortunate than ourselves in the 
community.
• Mr Ralph, Head of Year 9 for running the staff social committee and organising events for his colleagues

Well done and congratulations to the staff above, and thank you for your ongoing commitment to our community.



This week, seven of our fantastic Year 8 Scientists took part in the 
Institute of Engineering and Technology’s Faraday  Challenge 2024. 
This is a national STEM competition, involving nearly 300 schools 
across the UK, with the final taking place at Silverstone later in the 
year. The Challenge was hosted by Darrick Wood School, and our 
team competed against other local schools, including Darrick Wood, 
Charles Darwin and Bullers Wood School for Girls. 
The students were given an engineering brief by National Highways 
and The Rees Jeffrey’s Road Fund (which we have to keep secret!) 
and have had to work collaboratively to design a prototype model 
that could solve a real-world problem. The team allocated roles, with 
Noah taking on the important challenge of being the group 
accountant, in charge of managing how many ‘Faradays’ the team 
were spending at the shop on equipment for their model. 

The team’s first challenge was to take on the ‘Engineering 
Apprenticeship’ to build an electrical circuit involving a buzzer. From 
here, they had two hours to design and build their prototype, as well 
as time to plan how they would present their ideas at the end of the 
day. The Ravens Wood team did a fantastic job of their presentation, 
commenting on how they could improve their design to make it 
more sustainable, and being critical of how they worked as a team. 
Overall, the Ravens Wood team scored 76 out of a possible 100 
points, and were crowned the winning team for the day!

Congratulations to Arjun, Alexander, Noah, Jonathan, Oliver, Owen  
and Tyler  – what a fantastic achievement! 

Miss Winter 
Teacher of Science 

Science



Dates for your Diary

  Please check the SOCS website for regular updates regarding sporting fixtures  
https://sport.rws.uk.net

A Level Art Practical Exams  - w/c Monday 22nd April    

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition - Friday 26th - Saturday 27th April

1st Place with 97% - 9A, 7A, 7E & 7D
        2nd Place with 96% - 11G & 8D
                         3rd Place with 95% - 7F

Attendance

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Practise Week - Thursday 2nd - Saturday 4th May 

For ASD Awareness Month, the Speech and Language Forum took 
place on 27th March with students and parents participating.  

Some of our older students shared experiences from their own time 
at school and tips for younger students as well as advice for the 
future.  Everyone enjoyed the afternoon, it was a great success. 

Thank you to everyone who attended.

Mrs McDonagh and Marco, Student, Year 11



The Year 8 Basketball team have made Ravens Wood history by becoming Kent Cup 
Champions and winning the competition for the first time in 12 years! The boys 
made the final for the second time in the last two years and secured a strong win 
against Bullers Wood School for Boys with the end result being 65-46 to Ravens 
Wood. It was a team effort all round with notable performances and lots of points 
on the board from Larry, Orion and Charlie. 
                        
                      

Basketball News



Wellbeing
KoothTalks training: How you can support your pupils to manage exam stress

Please complete this form (link below)  if you would like to attend this 45 minute virtual training 
session on how you can support your pupils to manage exam stress. 

The training will cover the following:

1. An overview of how Kooth works as a mental health service
2. How to support your pupils to manage exam stress
3. How we support you to refer young people to Kooth 
4. Tips when talking to young people about their feelings
5. Q&As

Don't worry if you are unable to attend any of the live date(s) we're offering. Simply select the 'I 
cannot attend' option below and we will send you a recording of the session and related resources. 

*Please note that Kooth do not pass on your personal data to any external party that we have 
collected through your personal registration. Your information may be used to send future Kooth 
correspondence, if you wish to opt out, please click 'No thank you' in the final question on this form.

Please follow this link to register;  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS
di3U4FINkn3_JHnSGh0R9gE�gkExHY99ZNhQ

wAy2VWo-xPg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdi3U4FINkn3_JHnSGh0R9gEftgkExHY99ZNhQwAy2VWo-xPg/viewform




Hayfever Season 
Advice 

• Always carry tissues - some brands offer 
allergy specific tissues/wipes that help 
remove pollen and allergens

• Take once-a-day anti-histamine before 
leaving for school in the morning.  

• Wear wraparound sunglasses when 
outdoors – this protects the eye surface 
from exposure to pollen.

• Wash your hands regularly to avoid transfer 
of pollen.

• Avoid rubbing your eyes – this can be tricky 
when they are itchy but will aggravate your 
symptoms

• Avoid contact lens wear during the day 
(pollen count is lower at night) as pollen 
can accumulate on the lens surface and 
make your lenses uncomfortable.

• Switching to Daily Disposable lenses during 
the summer months can help as using fresh 
lenses at each wear will limit irritation.

• Wear your glasses on days that the pollen 
count is high.

• Medication that needs to be administered 
at school should be taken at break or lunch 
time. Medication can be kept at school as 
long as parents/carers have completed a 
consent form.

• https://forms.zohopublic.eu/RavensWoodS
chool/form/RavensWoodSchoolMedicines/
formperma/anvVh6Dhc6kr74OgjAIHPwGhh
WcSs3LlMf1EAfgScVw



@rw_school @rwspe @RWSMusicDept


