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Dear Parent/Carer,
  

I hope that all members of our Ravens Wood community enjoyed a restful and enjoyable half-term 
break.
Although half term provided a break from the classroom for many, a number of our students 
enjoyed exceptional learning opportunities abroad. Our Art and Media students travelled to New 
York, immersing themselves in one of the world's most vibrant cultural and creative capitals. The 
trip provided invaluable experiences, inspiration and memories that will undoubtedly enrich their 
studies. At the same time, our Physics students visited CERN, the European organisation for Nuclear 
Research, where they gained first-hand insight into some of the most groundbreaking scientific 
research taking place anywhere in the world. These experiences are truly transformative for our 
students, and I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the staff who generously gave up their 
half-term break to accompany and support our students on these visits.
Over the past two weeks, GCSE and A Level examinations have continued. I have been impressed by 
the maturity, resilience and commitment shown by our students throughout the examination 
season. 
On Friday 5th June, we held our annual Year 11 Shirt Signing celebration. It was wonderful to see 
students enjoying this important milestone together before continuing to focus on their 
examinations.
Our Year 12 students have taken part in 'Feedback Fortnight', where they have met individually with 
subject teachers to review their progress, celebrate successes and identify clear targets for 
improvement. These conversations are a valuable part of our commitment to ensuring every 
student understands their strengths and the next steps needed to achieve their ambitions as they 
prepare for the challenges and opportunities of Year 13.
On Thursday 4th June, our Sixth Form team hosted a highly successful UCAS Next Steps Event. The 
evening provided students and families with invaluable guidance on university applications, 
personal statements and future pathways. The excellent feedback received reflects the dedication 
and expertise of the staff involved, and I would like to thank everyone who contributed to making 
the event such a success. 
On the same day, we celebrated a number of our younger students who had achieved the 
prestigious Headteacher's Award. It was a pleasure to recognise their outstanding efforts, 
commitment and contribution to school life. These awards exemplify the Black and Green values 
that sit at the heart of our school community.
Our assemblies have also provided students with valuable opportunities for reflection and learning. 
Last week, Miss Prescott, Deputy Headteacher, led assemblies recognising Environment Day and 
this week, Ms Rennalls, Assistant Headteacher, delivered assemblies exploring Healthy Eating.
I was also delighted to attend the Houses of Parliament on Monday 8th June alongside Miss 
McKenzie, Director of Wellbeing and Personal Development, and Miss Brown, Head of Citizenship 
and PSHE, for the UK Feminista Awards Ceremony. I am incredibly proud to share that Ravens Wood 
School was one of only two schools in the country to receive the Gold Award, in recognition of our 
commitment to addressing positive attitudes towards gender equality. This prestigious national 
recognition reflects the dedication, passion and hard work of many staff and students across our 
school community. It is a significant achievement and one that we are immensely proud of. You can 
read more about this award later in this edition of the newsletter.
  
  Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Ravens Wood School. I  
  hope you enjoy reading this edition of the newsletter and hearing more about 
  the many achievements and opportunities our students have experienced.

  I wish you all a restful and enjoyable weekend. 
  Ms M. Lester
  Headteacher
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Above and Beyond 
Awards

 
Rory in 11E, who is currently 3rd in 
this season's UK under 18 hammer 

throw rankings with a personal best 
of 59 meters 20 cm. However, unlike 

the two athletes currently above 
him who are in Year 12, he has 

another year left in the same age 
group and so is currently number 
one in the UK for his school year, 

crowned English national champion 
in the UK athletics Winter Long 

Throws Championship in 
Loughborough with a winning 

distance of 57m34

Karina in 12D, who was 
nominated for being chosen 

to do some really exciting 
work with the graphics for 
the David Bowie project. 

Karina has received this not 
only because of her evident 
talent, but because she is so 

brilliantly immersed in 
school life and all the 

amazing wider 
opportunities it brings her.During the 2025 season, Harrison in 

11A  competed in Junior Rotax 
karting championships with several 

notable successes, including:  
Buckmore Park Championship – 2 
race wins and 3 podium finishes,

In 2026, Harrison became the BM 
Plate Club Champion at Bayford 

Meadows.
He is currently competing nationally 
in the NKC (National Kart Cup) with 

NexGen Motorsports, racing at 
circuits across the UK against highly 

competitive fields. At the most 
recent round at Rowrah, Harrison 

achieved his best finish of 4th place 
in a grid of approximately 70 drivers.
Harrison has also competed in three 
rounds of the BMKR Championship 
this season, achieving two podium 

finishes so far.
It is also worth mentioning that all of 

these achievements have been 
accomplished without factory team 

support or a professional team 
set-up, making his results even 

more rewarding given the level of 
competition.  This has required 

significant commitment, 
preparation, resilience, and 

dedication alongside balancing his 
GCSE studies.

 
Leon in 11A, who was 

nominated as he is a member 
of the London Schools' 

Symphony Orchestra, as 
principal percussionist and 

Timpanist. Leon also attends a 
centre for young musicians, 

and has performed at the 
Barbican Centre, St Alfege 

Church in Greenwich, St John 
the Divine in Kennington, the 
Great Hall at Goldsmiths. and 

worked with distinguished 
conductors and 

internationally respected 
musicians.

 
Immanuel  in 10D, who was nominated 
for his success in Jujitsu, and coming 

3rd in the Jujitsu Junior Nationals 
competition, gaining a medal on the 

podium.

Albie in 9A. who was nominated 
due to his continued motorsport 
success, and most recently in the 

FIA Academy Trophy Competition, 
finishing P3 in Valencia.  Albie is 

very proud to be driving for Great 
Britain having been selected by 

Motorsport UK. Round 2 will be in 
Mulsen, Germany, next month.

 
Charlie in 11B, who was nominated 

in recognition of his diving skills - 
Charlie won silver in the National 

skills completion finals representing 
London in 2025



 RAVENS WOOD SCHOOL 
ACHIEVES NATIONAL GOLD AWARD  

 We are delighted to celebrate Ravens Wood School's outstanding achievement in being awarded the 
prestigious Gold UK Feminista Action Award.  

The UK Feminista Action Award recognises schools and colleges that 
have demonstrated exceptional commitment to tackling sexism and 
sexual harassment through a whole-school approach. Ravens Wood 
was one of only two schools nationally to achieve the Gold Award this 
year, placing us amongst the leading schools in the country for this 
important work.
In recognition of this achievement, Headteacher Ms. Lester, Director of 
Wellbeing and Personal Development Miss McKenzie, and PSHE Lead 
Miss Brown were invited to attend a special awards ceremony at the 
Houses of Parliament, where awards were presented by Helen Hayes 
MP, Chair of the Education Select Committee.  

Ravens Wood was also invited to address delegates at the national 
event, with Ms. Lester and Miss McKenzie sharing the school's work on 
promoting equality, challenging sexism and creating a culture of 
respect. They spoke about the importance of listening to student and 
staff voice, strengthening curriculum provision, developing healthy 
masculinity, and ensuring robust systems are in place to challenge 
discrimination and support all members of the school community.  

 Representatives from Ravens Wood School at the Houses of Parliament after 
receiving the Gold UK Feminista Action Award, recognising the school's 
national leadership in promoting equality, respect and inclusion.  

This national recognition reflects the dedication and commitment of 
students, staff and leaders across the school. Over recent years, Ravens 
Wood has worked hard to embed a culture where respect, equality and 
inclusion are central to school life. Through our curriculum, personal 
development programme, student leadership opportunities and wider 
school initiatives, we continue to equip young people with the 
knowledge, confidence and values needed to contribute positively to 
society.  

 We are incredibly proud of 
this achievement, which 
recognises the collective 
efforts of our entire school 
community. It is a testament 
to our commitment to 
ensuring that every member 
of the Ravens Wood 
community feels respected, 
safe, valued and heard.  

 We would like to thank all 
staff and students who have 
contributed to this work and 
helped make this award 
possible. Achieving the Gold 
UK Feminista Action Award is 
a significant milestone for our 
school and one that we are 
proud to celebrate together.  
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 Our A Level Art & Design students paid a visit to the Ravensbourne 
University Degree Show which took place on Fri, 5th Jun. The 
students were particularly impressed with the Motion Graphics, 
Photography, Animation and Fashion displays. The exhibition was 
followed by a 'Remix' workshop which was designed to generate 
personalised project ideas for students, inspired by the degree show. 
The RWS Art team were impressed and proud of their Year 12 
students who conducted themselves brilliantly.  

RAVENSBOURNE 
UNIVERSITY DEGREE SHOW



We hosted our Year 12 Post-18 Pathways Evening this week, and what a fantastic turnout it was!

The event provided our students and 
parents/carers with valuable insights into a 
range of Post-18 opportunities. We were 
delighted to welcome the University of 
Exeter who delivered an excellent Personal 
Statement session, as well as UCL, who spoke to 
students about STEM pathways. We also 
welcomed alumni who shared their experiences 
of applying to and studying at Oxbridge. A very 
informative session was also delivered 
by University of Kent on Student Finance.  

In addition, the students benefited from a series of 
engaging breakout sessions led by employers 
from the legal, technology, property and 
healthcare sectors offering a real-world 
perspective on career pathways. Thank you 
to Winston Taylor , Technology CDW 
UK and Lambert Smith Hampton.  

Our Apprenticeships session also proved 
particularly popular, highlighting the growing 
interest in alternative routes into higher-level 
careers.  

A huge thank you to all our speakers, employers, alumni, students, and families for making the evening 
such a success.  

If this is something you would like to get involved with either as a parent, alumni or an employer we would 
love to hear from you as we are always looking to grow our network to inspire our future!  Please get in 
touch with careers@rws.uk.net.  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-exeter/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-college-london/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lambert-smith-hampton/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdw-uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/winston-taylor/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-kent/


 We are delighted that placements have now been secured for the 
vast majority of our Year 12 students.  However, with the 
placement week fast approaching (6–10 July), we still have 
around 30 students who are yet to be placed.  

If your business or workplace would be willing to 
host a Year 12 student for a week,  it would be 
great to hear from you.  Whilst opportunities in 
Finance continue to be popular, at this stage we 
would welcome placements across any industry 
or sector where students can gain valuable 
workplace experience.  

 As you know, work experience plays a significant role in helping students develop their 
employability skills, broaden their understanding of career pathways, and build 
confidence for their future aspirations. Any support you can offer, whether through a 
direct placement opportunity or an introduction to a potential employer, could make a 
real difference.  

WORK EXPERIENCE

If you are able to offer a work experience placement, please get in 
touch with Ms Jackson-Searle at careers@rws.uk.net



 Just letting you know that Ravens Wood School are registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us 
every time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when 
you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to 
yourself!  

 These donations could really mount up and make a BIG difference to 
us, so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up 
and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment.  

 You can find our easyfundraising page 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ravenswood/?utm_medi
um=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1 

easyfundraising

 The Year 8 Interform event took 
place this week seeing 8 forms 
battle it out to become 
champions. The boys played 
extremely well and demonstrated 
excellent sportsmanship, but it 
was form 8F who were victorious 
with it finishing in nail biting 
penalties! Well done to all and to 
Mr Baker for running such a 
successful event!  

YR 8 INTERFORM FOOTBALL

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ravenswood/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1


 On Wednesday 10th June, our Year 7 
and 8 Athletics teams competed in 
Bromley Minors, which is an annual 
athletics competition against 14 
other schools in and around Bromley. 
Our Year 7s won their respective 
competition and our Year 8s came 
2nd which meant overall in the Boys 
category we came 2nd . All of the 
boys performed brilliantly and 
represented the school well.  

Bromley Minors: Athletics

The Growing Greens 
group has been busy 
weeding, and we are 
pleased to see their 
hard work paying off, 
with onions and carrots 
now beginning to 
appear.

They have also been 
securing a metal plant 
stand in preparation for 
planting their sweet 
peas next week.

GROWING GREENS



















Dates for your Diary

  Please check the SOCS 
website for regular 
updates regarding 
sporting fixtures  

https://sport.rws.uk.net

Friends of Ravens Wood Fund

• Assemblies on the World Cup: Monday 15th - Friday 19th June 2026

• Year 12 Geography Trip to Camber Sands: Monday 15th June 2026

• Uniform Event, (Main Hall), for New Year 7s: Tuesday 16th June 2026

• Year 12 Geography Trip to Margate: Wednesday 17th June 2026

• Year 12 Geography Trip to Kings Cross: Friday 19th June 2026

• Sports Dinner: Friday 19th June 2026

• Year 10 Geography Trip to Newhaven: Monday 22nd June 2026

• Year 9 History Trip to Berlin: Thursday 25th June 2026

• Young Soloist of the Year Final: Thursday 25th June 2026

• Induction Day Year 11 (prospective Year 12 students): Thursday 25th June 2026

• Silver DofE Qualifier: Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th June 2026

• PD Day (Students not in school): Friday 26th June 2026

Becoming a ‘Friend of Ravens Wood School’ by giving a regular amount or annual donation to the fund, makes a real 
difference in the school being able to keep resources and equipment up to date, enriching and enhancing the unique and 
special opportunities available to your child/children. Donations can be made via the ‘Just Giving’ platform, either monthly 
or as a one-off single payment as you prefer. The amount you donate is entirely your decision, but £10 per month or £120 
per year is a suggested contribution rate. Please follow the URL:
Ravens Wood School Fund - JustGiving 
or scan the QR code below to get started.

Yours faithfully

The Finance Department
Ravens Wood School

ATTENDANCE
1st Place with 96.68% = 7D
2nd Place with 96.2% = 10D
3rd Place with 96.0% = 8D

In addition, if you are a UK taxpayer you are able to make a Gift Aid declaration which allows the school to claim tax you 
have already paid back from the Inland Revenue, meaning that every pound you donate will be worth an extra 25 pence. 
Please tick the relevant box when prompted on the Just Giving platform. We are extremely grateful for the support we have 
received from our parents and carers, and do hope that you will consider helping the school in this way. Please scan the QR 
code or follow the URL link as detailed above.

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ravens-wood-fund



Our new 
WhatsApp 
broadcasting 
channel

 Our RWS Year 12 Next   
Steps evening is now underway. 
Following the opening 
information session, parents, 
carers, and students have moved 
into a range of breakout rooms 
tailored to their interests.
From traditional pathways such 
as university to apprenticeships 
and sector-specific careers, 
there's something for everyone. 
A fantastic opportunity to explore 
future possibilities - a great event 
so far.

 TREBLE WINNERS
 A massive congratulations to 
our 1st XI on completing an 
incredible season by winning the 
Kent Cup!
Adding the Kent Cup to the Bromley 
District Cup and League title means 
the boys have officially completed 
the treble — a phenomenal 
achievement and a season to 
remember.
Champions everywhere they went! 
Thanks to our Sponsors - 
@westwickham_service_station 

 RWS11 Shirt Signing
 As our RWS11 cohort's 
exams draw to a close, students 
took a moment today, following 
their English exam, to celebrate 
their journey at RWS by signing 
each other's shirts.
A lovely opportunity to reflect, 
share memories, and mark the 
end of an important chapter 
together.


