Dear Parents & Carers,

As we come to the end of another busy fortnight at Ravens Wood, I’'m pleased to say our students have
settled back into school life following the summer break. Our new Year 7 and Year 12 students, in particular,
have navigated these first weeks with great success. They are now finding their way around the school
confidently and embracing the opportunities and challenges of life at Ravens Wood.

Our Year 7s have been especially busy, beginning their journey with us by undertaking their Cognitive
Abilities Tests (CATs). These assessments provide us with valuable insights into each child’s abilities, helping
us better support their learning in the months ahead.

Alongside their academic start, Year 7 also enjoyed an exciting overnight trip to Penshurst Place with The
Bushcraft Company. Over two days, they experienced an unforgettable 'back-to-nature' adventure. From
learning survival skills, living under canvas, and cooking over open fires, to exploring the woodland
environment, our students fully immersed themselves in the wild. It was a fantastic opportunity for personal
growth, teamwork, and fun—a wonderful way to bond with new friends and make lasting memories.

We were also delighted to welcome George Underwood, former student, artist, and musician, into the school
on Wednesday. George, who is working in conjunction with War Child on charitable initiatives, led a
workshop with our students, where he shared insights about his work and guided them in creating a
bespoke art piece. His visit was truly inspirational, providing our students with the chance to learn from his
experiences both as an artist and as a humanitarian. During his visit, George was interviewed on-site by
Metro and BBC News, highlighting the significance of his charitable work and his connection to Ravens Wood
and another former student, David Bowie.

In Sixth Form news, it has been a pleasure to meet the families of our Year 12 and 13 students at our 'Meet
the Tutor' events over the last fortnight. These meetings are so important in forging the strong partnership
between home and school, which is vital for success in the Sixth Form. We look forward to our Year 11
parents and carers joining us for their event on Wednesday 25th September.

This Saturday we hold our annual Open Morning, where we look forward to welcoming prospective families
to Ravens Wood. We are extremely grateful to our students who will be assisting as ambassadors for the
school. Their enthusiasm and dedication help us showcase the best of Ravens Wood. A special thank you
also goes to our talented musicians, who will be performing, and to those students

representing us in sporting fixtures during the morning. These events truly highlight the

experiences and opportunities available at our school.

Thank you all for your continued support, and | wish you a relaxing
and enjoyable weekend.

Ms M. Lester

Headteacher




RWS Sixth Form News

WELCOME TO YEAR 12
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

It was fantastic to welcome our Year 12 cohort and their families to our ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening. It was a
brilliant opportunity for parents/carers to meet their child’s new form tutor along with Ms Brock, our
SENCO and Mrs Borley, our Head of Careers. We have been extremely impressed with how the students
have settled in and look forward to working with them on their Sixth Form journey.
#LearnLeadExcel

Sixth Form Academies

A massive thank you and well done to all students who have applied/auditioned/trialled for our
bespoke Academy provision. The Sixth Form team will work alongside academy leads and finalise
students who will be part of these exciting groups. A big thank you also goes to all staff involved in

this process and the delivery of something that really is a unique selling point of our Sixth Form.




We are thrilled to announce that George Underwood, a
well-known artist and former pupil of Ravens Wood,
visited our school on Wednesday, 18th September.
George, who collaborated with David Bowie on iconic
album covers, led two student workshops in Art. These
sessions were in collaboration with the charity, War Child
and the intention was for this to be filmed by the BBC as
part of a documentary. George reminisced about his
school days at RWS with David Bowie and Peter
Frampton, talking about how being an RWS student
aspired them to achieve their dreams! Students produced
amazing work along with George that represents how we
can use art and music to aspire peace; students were
seen on BBC News London at 6:30pm on Thursday 19th of
September and did amazingly well when interviewed. We
are so proud of their dedication and the hard work they
displayed in the workshop.




RWS Sixth Form News

Sixth Form Open Evening

Wednesday 13th November 2024 - 5.45pm to 8.0o0pm
For entry to Sixth Form Autumn 2025/2026

Come along and meet the Sixth Form
Team and visit the departments to find out
more about the variety of post-16
opportunities at Ravens Wood School.

Talks will be held in the Main Hall at

5.45pm and 6.30pm




BUSHCRAFT
TRIP 2024

‘This week | went on a camping trip with other students in Year
7. We went to the woods and it took a long time. We got to make
fires, collect wood and cook burgers on it and smores. It was
really fun! In the tents it was really fun to be with my new
friends. | also made a grapple hook with sticks and rope.

- Carter

'We did activities like building shelters,
making traps, starting a fire and
playing games. My favourite part was
making new friends and facing my
fears. - Dylan

‘I had a great experience at
Bushcraft, my favourite
part was carving pieces of
wood and singing songs
around the fire’ - Thomas

‘Bushcraft was great
and | think everyone
had a blast! | spoke
to people I'd never
spoken to before
and made so many
new friends. My
favourite part was
playing games or
cooking burgers - |
can’tdecide!’ -
Charlie

‘I had a great time at Bushcraft.
Not only was it fun with my
friends, but | got to learn
something essential to survive
too. - Leon

‘This year in Bushcraft we did
trap building, shelter building,
played fun games and sat
around a campfire. It was the
first time | have sleptin a tent
and it’s an experience that |
won’t forget!” - Arthur




WoSCIE

On Wednesday 18th September, we hosted our first women in STEM A
level support drop in sessions. We would like to build a strong
community of empowered female scientists at RWS, by giving the girls
a dedicated workspace where they can seek support from each other
and from their biology, chemistry or physics teachers. Please join us on
Wednesdays in Lab 10 if you haven’t already!

If you are a budding chemist in years 7-9, you can sign up to Salter's
Chemistry Club - a free online resource with activities that support the

KS3 curriculum and allow you explore careers in Chemistry. There will
be teacher points awarded for any activities you complete! Sign up
using the QR code or by clicking the link:
https://salterschemistryclub.co.uk/register

Whizz bang Year 7 Science Club will launch on Tuesday 24th September,
where we will spend the first session extracting DNA from fruits! Sign up
is available now on parent pay and costs just £5 a term. Please email
ewi@rws.uk.net if you have any queries.

Last year, 7 of our
Year 12 students
entered the
prestigous
Imperial College
Healthcare prize
where they were
challenged to
create a research
poster. Each
student received a
commendation
certificate for their
submissions.
Please see one of
the submissions
below which is
currently being
displayed in the
Science
department.

And finally, a MASSIVE well done to our Year 11 cohort who have had a fantastic start to their revision, having

completed weekly quizzes on Educake. Year 11 can also attend an Educake support session on Wednesday
mornings at 8 am in Lab 10 with Mr Precious if they need somewhere to use the computers to complete this work.




We begin our Cup campaigns with the U14’s playing
Saint Olaves and the U15’s playing Dukes of York
Military School in the Kent Cup. In the National Cup
our U15’s play Dulwich College and our 1st XV play
Whitgift. Well done to all our Year 7’s representing
the school in their first fixture versus Gravesend
Grammar. We will be fielding 22 teams versus The
Judd School next week, with our Rugby Academy
fielding a 1st, 2nd and 3rd XV.

Athletics

Troy represented Kent
Athletics in the 200m for
the Inter County Southern
Area Athletics
Championships. Troy ran
well, finishing second to
the current Nol UK
Sprinter at the U15 level
with a time of 23.41 in his
heat. Troy ran a Personal
Best in the final, clocking
22.91secs to come second.
This was Troy’s last
competitive race for the
season and what a
fantastic way to end it.
Overall he has achieved
the 7th fastest UK time in
200m for ul5s.

Well done Troy
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’ Ms McDonagh has been highly impressed with all of her
students this week in PD. Thank you for all your hard work in
your first sessions.

The following two students have shown maturity and had an
excellent startin Maths in PD:

STURENTS
ReeceinYear 11

@? m}ﬂg WEE Archie McLaren has made progress at RWS on his return after

the summer break. Ms Green is very impressed.

For the safety of our students, parents/carers are reminded they should
not drive in to the school site to drop off or pick up students at the start
and end of our school day. Students may be dropped off safely in one of
the adjacent roads and walk in. Only parents/carers with agreed
permission will be able to come on to site at this time.

Parking is very limited and therefore not permitted on site for any
activities during or after the school day ie. Sporting fixtures.
Parents/carers are reminded to park outside of the premises and buzz at
the pedestrian gate to enter the school site. Spectators are also
required to sign in with Main Reception up to 4.00pm.




The Careers Office is
located in the library.
Students can come
and see us for
Careers Guidance
and Information and
any questions they
may have and to
plan their next steps!

Mrs Hayden Mrs Borley
(hha@lpgs.Bromley.sch.uk) - (Ibo@rws.uk.net) -
Trust Careers Lead Full Time Careers Officer
Onsite at RWS every Tuesday Careers Office













* Friends of Ravens Wood Fund

You will recall that we wrote to you in May this year, regarding becoming a ‘Friend of Ravens Wood School’. By giving a regular
amount or annual donation to the fund, it makes a real difference in the school being able to keep resources and equipment up to
date, enriching and enhancing the unique and special opportunities available to your child/children.

Donations have been made via standing order in the past, however, this system is changing to a ‘Just Giving’ platform. Donations
can be made either monthly or as a one-off single payment as you prefer. The amount you donate is entirely

your decision, but £10 per month or £120 per year is a suggested contribution rate. Please follow the URL: Ravens Wood School
Fund - JustGiving or scan the QR code below to get started.

Reminder to update bank details

Please be advised that should you currently be donating via standing order you will need to
cancel this with your bank, as the account currently being used is closing, and we would
encourage you to use the new system.

In addition, if you are a UK taxpayer you are able to make a Gift Aid declaration which allows the
school to claim tax you have already paid back from the Inland Revenue, meaning that every
pound you donate will be worth an extra 25 pence. Please tick the relevant box when prompted
on the Just Giving platform.

We are extremely grateful for the support we have received from our
parents and carers, and do hope that you will consider helping the
school in this way. Please scan the QR code or follow the URL link as
detailed above.

Yours faithfully

The Finance Department
Ravens Wood School

I_I 1st Place with 100% - 7E, 7G, 8B, 8D, 9F & 10H

2nd Place with 99% - 7A, 7F, 7D, 8A, 8G, 8C, 10G & 10F
3rd Place with 98% - 7C, 9B, 10C, 10D & 11A

Dates for your Diary

Open Day - Saturday 21st September
Year 12 Team Building Trip - Friday 27th September
Sixth Form Open Evening - Wednesday 13th November; 5:45pm - 8:00pm

Please check the SOCS website for regular updates regarding sporting fixtures
https://sport.rws.uk.net







_school @rwspe @RWSMusicDept

Ravens Wood School @rw_school

Our 6th form students had their first assembly
of the year today with Ms Prescott leading on
Ravens Wood School @rw_school the RWS values. We look forward to a successful

Over 100 RWS7 students attended the second year!
#LearnLeadExcel #WeAreBlackandGreen "

set of rugby trials this morning. Amazing
dedication.

#WeAreBlackandGreen Y@@

Ravens Wood School @rw_school
Sep 7,2024 The 'Growing Greens' gardening club
shared their produce today with the
School's catering team

@AccentCatering. The tomatoes, apples

introduced to the school today. Welcome and'pears willbe used in Fhe Raven§
to Toby! 7 ‘ Wood's cookery c.lubthat will be starting

: 02 again shortly.

#LearnLeadExcel Y4 #LearnLeadExcel 4P

Ravens Wood School @rw_school
Our Therapy dog Toby, was slowly

Ravens Wood School @rw_school

Our open day for prospective Year 7 students is
on Saturday 21st September, 9am -12pm. There
will be presentations from the Headteacher at
9.30am & 10.30am, and an opportunity to tour
the school and meet staff & students. We look
forward to seeing you

#WeAreBlackandGreen Y@@

Sep 13, 2024

Ravens Wood School @rw_school

Our RWS7 Bushcraft Residential has

been going really well. Students and

staff have been getting very involved
in the team-building activities.
#WeAreBlackandGreen ¢

#WeAreBlackAndGreen{@p§





