
Shadows John Saul

IT or The Shining Stephen King

The Woman in Black Susan Hill

Frankenstein Mary Shelley

The Turn of the Screw Henry James 

Beloved Toni Morrison

The Bloody Chamber Angela Carter

The Haunting of Hill House Shirley Jackson

Half of a Yellow Sun Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

A Man Called Ove Fredrik Backman

One Hundred Years of Solitude Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

The Hundred Year Old Man Who Climbed
Out of the Window and Disappeared Jonas Jonasson

Enduring Love Ian McEwan

Terror Kid Benjamin Zephaniah

The Color Purple Alice Walker

White Teeth Zadie Smith

Boy’s Don’t Cry Malorie Blackman

On the Road Jack Kerouac

HORROR / PARANORMAL

REALISTIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Key Key 
RECOMMENDED READS

RWS READING FOR PLEASURE...

Note to parents: These books vary in maturity content.  If you have queries about
suitability, please check online reviews or ask your child’s teacher. 

55StageStage

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR



Goen Girl Gillian Flynn

A Secret History Donna Tartt

The Lovely Bones Alice Sebold

Orangeboy Patrice Lawrence 

And Then There Were None Agatha Christie

The Girl on the Train Paula Hawkins 

Misery Stephen King

Thursday Murder Club Richard Osman

The Pelican Brief John Grisham 

White Rabbit, Red Wolf Tom Pollock

The Final Empire (series) Brandon Sanderson

J.R.R Tolkien The Fellowship the Rings (trilogy)

Patrick Rothfuss The Name of the Wind (Series)

The Children of Blood and Bone The Children of Blood and Bone

A Game of Thrones (series) George R. R. Martin

Six of Crows Leigh Bardugo

The Midnight Library Matt Haig

The Song of Achilles Madeline Miller

American Gods Neil Gaiman 

CRIME/MYSTERY /THRILLER

FANTASY & ADVENTURE

KEY STAGE 5 READING FOR
PLEASURE...

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR



A Thousand Splendid Sons Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runner Khaled Hosseini

Schlinder’s Ark Thomas Keneally

The Count of Monte Cristo Alexandre Dumas

Hamnet Maggie O’Farrell

Catch 22 Joseph Heller

Atonement Ian McEwan

12 Years A Slave Soloman Northup

A More Perfect Union Tammye Huf

Andrew Davidson The Gargoyle

Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead 

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte

Bleak House Charles Dickens

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald

Tess of the d’urbervilles Thomas Hardy

East of Eden John Steinbeck

The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde

The Bell Jar Sylvia Plath

North and South Elizabeth Gaskell

The Dubliners James Joyce

HISTORICAL/ WAR

CLASSICS 

KEY STAGE 5 READING FOR
PLEASURE...

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR



Sapiens Yuval Noah Harari

Wild Swans Jung Chang

Educated Tara Westover 

This is Going to Hurt Adam Kay

A Really Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou

The Last Lecture Randy Pausch

All Boys Aren’t Blue George M. Johnson

Atomic Habits James Clear

The Man who Mistook his Wife for a Hat Oliver Sacks 

The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood

HappyHead Josh Silver

The Power Naomi Alderman

Flowers for Algernon Daniel Keyes

1984 George Orwell

Scythe (trilogy) Neal Shusterman

The Chrysalids John Wyndham

Cloud Atlas David Mitchell 

Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury

Dune (series) Frank Herbert

The Trial Franz Kafka

SCIENCE FICTION/DYSTOPIAN

NON-FICTON

KEY STAGE 5  READING FOR
PLEASURE...

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR

BOOK TITLE AUTHOR


