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Remember, you can  keep up-to-date 
with all of Ravens Wood’s latest news 
by following us on Twitter. Simply 
search for @rw_school and follow us. 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

CAROL SINGING AT PAGE 5 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS  P. 7 

RUGBY SUCCESS PAGE 14 

As we draw our Autumn Term to a close, 

I would like to share with you some of 

our exciting events in the lead up to 

Christmas.   

The two Christmas concerts featuring our 

Year 7 students and our talented  

musicians did not disappoint this year.  

As always, we are incredibly proud of the 

students’ talent and dedication to the 

evident practice that must be continually undertaken to produce such stunning pieces.  

Our Christmas Jumper day today has been a lot of fun, please see later in this newsletter for 

some fine examples of Christmas cheer from staff and students alike.  At the latest count, 

the school have raised £740 in aid of Save the Children via the ParentPay system.  Thank you 

to all our families and staff who have contributed to this worthwhile cause. 

The PSFA doughnut sale will go ahead next Wednesday, priced at £1 (all proceeds to school 

funding).  Many thanks to our wonderful PSFA who continue to work tirelessly for the  

benefit of the students at the school.   

We have the Christmas assemblies next Wednesday morning, on our last day of term, where 

the theme is ‘Gifts at Christmas and what they truly mean’.  I hope the students gain an  

understanding from the event to share with their families. 

It just remains for me to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a happy and healthy New 

Year.  We look forward to welcoming students back at 10.30am on Wednesday 3rd January. 

Ms Spence, Headteacher 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

Dates for your Diary 

School breaks up for Christmas  
Wednesday 20th December at 12 noon 

Return to school Wednesday 3rd January 10.30am — 
on a week A timetable 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening, Thursday 4th January 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday 25th January 
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CAREERS VISITS FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS 
Year 7 students across all tutor groups have been invited to the Careers Office over recent weeks, 

to gain an insight into what activities and information, advice & guidance the Careers Office  
provides to students at Ravens Wood. Mrs Paterson, Head of Careers, introduced them to the  

Careers Department and students were then able to browse around the area, allowing them to  
explore what will be on  offer to them over the coming years, from university prospectus’s,   

college and apprenticeship leaflets and brochures and job profile booklets. Students were able to 
see where last year’s year 12 students attended their work placements and check out the  

favourite subject’s wall – this is where career opportunities are linked to favourite subjects. 

The feedback from students has been very positive with students now aware of where they can 
come to get any advice they need in regards to next steps.  

Written by Samuel Baker (Careers Prefect, Year 13)   

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FORM GROUPS BELOW WHO HAVE 
ACHIEVED THE TOP ATTENDANCE SCORE IN THEIR YEAR  

Top Forms for Attendance w/e 15th December 2017 
 

1st is 7H with 99.31% 

2nd is 7A with 98.33% 

3rd is 8A with 98% 

 Congratulations! 
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Geographers’ Trip to Natural History Museum 
By James Hews 8A 

On Tuesday the 5th of December, a group of year eight students  
visited the Natural History Museum in London for the day. 

Students visited the Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Restless Earth  
exhibitions where they completed questions which related to the  
exhibits in the area; this helped extend their learning from the  

classroom. 

There were many interactive displays, including the memorable  
earthquake simulator. Others included an interactive board on past 
earthquakes, a test on what you would take as a survival kit for a 

volcano and much more.  

After all of that, we had lunch before going ice skating. It was very  
enjoyable and we fell over many times. For some it was their first 

time skating, and they struggled while others were racing across the 
ice! 
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A Level Biology Trip to University College London (UCL) 

Recently the year 12 Biology students went on a trip to London, listening to  
several accomplished scientists talk about their respective fields; each lecturer 
spoke for half an hour and carefully related what they said to the A level  
specification. The talks covered many different aspects of Biology, including 
evolution, diversity and brain Chemistry. We learnt about how the brain makes 
memories and stores them ready for us to look back and remember at our  
leisure. There were also talks from exam officers who gave us advice on exam 
techniques and common misconceptions. Overall the talks were very engaging 
and offered us the opportunity to experience a taste of university lectures 
whilst broadening our understanding of Biology.  

Teddy Toynton in year 12  

British Physics Olympiad 

The British Physics Olympiad (BPhO) aims to encourage the study of Physics and  
recognise excellence in young physicists. 

Participation in a British Physics Olympiad is a challenge for more able students 
which allows them to: 

 Have fun problem solving 

 Test their knowledge with stimulating questions 

 See the real-world problem-solving potential of Physics 

 Practice open-ended and unstructured questions, as seen at higher levels of 
study 

 Gain a prestigious award for CVs and UCAS forms  

 Develop the skills required for admission to the top universities.  

This year over 1,740 students participated across the UK. The paper was designed to 
stretch and challenge the top young physicists in the country in a national  
competition. Every question is indeed a real challenge and is about a particular 
skill, which must be developed over time. 

This year we decided to enter two of our A level students with the following results.  

 Max Jackson—Bronze I 

 Mikey Anderson-Jennings—Commendation 

Congratulations to these young men on their results.  

Mrs S Bristow, Deputy Head of Science 
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RAVENS WOOD STUDENTS SING CAROLS IN 
THE GLADES IN AID OF  

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S HOSPICE 
A big thank you to all of our talented student singers and musicians who sang  

carols and played beautifully at The Glades shopping centre earlier this month to 
raise funds for St. Christopher's Hospice. 

 

 

 

Thanks go to our Year 8 Form 
Captains who have been busy 
judging the Christmas card  
competition for Year 8 students. 

Congratulations to our winners: 

1st place- Robbie Hayes Scott 

2nd place- Rahat Uddin 

3rd place- Alberto Wong 
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@rw_school  -  Recent tweets from RWS Keep up 

with the latest news as it happens! 
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Our Year 7 students were just 
some of our students and staff 

who wore their Christmas 
Jumpers with pride, raising 

funds for the Save the  
Children charity on Friday 

15th December 
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Autumn Term 1.8
Issue 8

Key message: PPE results, most likely grades & Christmas 
With the Christmas holiday’s approaching, I hope that all students manage to enjoy a restful
break before returning to RWS on Wednesday 3rd January 2018.

The break should also act as a time for reflection following the PPE (mock) results and the second
round of predicted grades, both of which will be sent home before the holidays. For some
students, the mock results may come as a disappointment, but it is important to remember that
we have a second round of mocks in late-February and that students’ confidence will only grow
with each set of assessments.

From January, our Period 6 begins each Wednesday (starting on 3rd), and we have our first
RWS11 parents’ evening on Thursday 4th January – you can now book your appointments online.
These strategies have been deliberately placed at the start of the new term, to ensure that all
students ‘hit the ground running’ in another crucial period.

Mr Leitch, Assistant Headteacher

Wishing all of our RWS11 students 
a very happy Christmas

Christmas Holiday Checklist

Review your son’s PPE and most likely grades
from his report.

Identify areas of strength and areas/subjects
for improvement.

Speak to your son ahead of the RWS parents’
evening – what are the really important
conversations to have on the night?

Ensure that your son has a revision timetable
at home – is he fulfilling it?

Ask your son about his plans for next year?
Keep his eyes on the long-term prize.

Period 6 
As previously highlighted, our Period 6 provision
will begin on Wednesday 3rd January 2018. This
will replace Tutor Time and will extend the School
day until 3.40pm for Year 11 students. All students
will then leave site each Friday at 2.45pm as a
reward.

Students will be grouped and overseen by a
member of the Senior Leadership Team, as well as
a member of the Year 11 Tutor Team. These
sessions provide a good opportunity for dedicated
and disciplined revision each week.

Please do remind your son of our
Period 6 strategy ahead of his
return to School.

RWS11 Reward for 
Behaviour

On Friday 15th December,
RWS11 students who have
zero behaviour points since
September, will be allowed
to leave School at 2.45pm
as a reward for their
positive attitude and
contribution to Ravens
Wood School.

This early finish will apply to
over 60 students –
congratulations to you all.

Parents’ Evening – 4th January

All parents/carers should have received an email
with details about booking appointments for
parents’ evening. It is essential that students
attend alongside parents/carers to receive direct
feedback from their teachers about their progress
and how to improve. All students should be in
full school uniform.

Key dates
Monday 18th December – Second academic reports with
current and predicted grades sent home.
4th January 2018 – RWS11 Parents’ Evening.
w/c 19th February 2018 - Second round of PPEs.
22nd March 2018 – Second RWS11 Parents’ Evening.
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The Autumn Term for Sixth Form is always an incredibly busy one,  
particularly as we approach the national UCAS university application 
deadline. Our students have been extremely successful this year with 
29 students already receiving all 5 offers and 3 students invited to  
interview at Oxford and Cambridge universities. 

 

Year 13 parents’ evening gave us a chance to discuss student progress 
and was well attended; we look forward to meeting parents and Year 
12 students at Parents’ Evening on February 6th. 

 

We have received 564 applications for entry to the Sixth Form in 2018, 
which is testament to the wide curriculum, high academic progress 
and excellent academy and enrichment programmes offered here at 
RWS. If you haven’t yet applied but wish to do so please contact  
sixthform@rws.uk.net because our online application system is now 
closed. 

 

Students will be working hard in preparation for the second set of 
PPEs which begin on Monday 8th January. The timetable has already 
been emailed home and teachers have been setting additional tasks to 
help students prepare during the Christmas break. These exams are 
particularly important as they will enable us to identify where extra 
support and interventions are needed to ensure students reach their 
potential in the summer.  

Please see below a link to the Sixth Form PPE2 Timetable for January 
2018.  

http://www.ravenswood.bromley.sch.uk/post-sixteen/ppe-january-2018/ 

 

Whilst it is vital students utilise their time well during the holiday and 
prepare fully for their PPEs, it is important they rest and recharge 
their batteries for what will be another busy term in January. From 
myself and the rest of the Sixth Form Team I 
wish you a Merry Christmas and a very well 
deserved break. 

Miss Prescott 

Assistant Headteacher, KS5 

http://www.ravenswood.bromley.sch.uk/post-sixteen/ppe-january-2018/
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Huge thanks go to Mark Smith, parent and Member of the Impact Multi  
Academy Trust, for his kind gesture in donating RWS Big Band Stands to the  

Music Department—our students can be seen looking very stylish and  
professional whilst practising for the Christmas Concert below. 

On Wednesday 6th December we welcomed 
40 trainee teachers from the Bromley 

Schools’ Collegiate to Ravens Wood, to  
receive interactive presentations as part of 
their teacher training. These sessions were 
led by Mrs Jackson-Man and Mr Clift over 
the afternoon. The focus of the sessions 
were on effective tutoring and the Pupil 

Premium. Our visitors were very  
complimentary of the school and  
commented very positively of the  

atmosphere and student behaviour.   

 

Mr Clift, Deputy Headteacher 
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RWS RUGBY VICTORY 

1st XV National Bowl Quarter 
Final against Prince Henry 
Grammar School—Leeds 
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RWS 1stXV Progress to National Semi-Final! 

Last Tuesday the 1stXV travelled to Otley, North Yorkshire, ahead of their National Bowl Quarter-Final. Departing 
at 12:30pm the team were excited and focussed for the upcoming game against Prince Henry Grammar School. 

After a long journey the team stopped for a meal at Pizza Express in Halifax before heading to our accommodation 
in Haworth. The next morning the boys got up at 9am for a full English breakfast to prepare them for the big game. 
Mr Meehan and Mr Jones then held a team meeting to go through the final tactics and preparations for the day, 
before the team headed out for a team walk in Haworth. 

At 11 am the team boarded the bus to Prince Henry Grammar School. The bus was very subdued and all the boys 
were as focussed as ever. We arrived at Prince Henry Grammar School at 12pm and prepared as usual for the 
game, with Archie Holland (Captain) and Chris Weaver (Vice Captain) leading the team superbly through their  
pre-game preparations. Kick-off was drawing closer and they boys were pumped up in the changing rooms ready 
to head out for kick-off. 

1pm came and the team ran out onto the pitch met by deafening boos from students of the opposing school. This 
only added to the boys desire to win. The game started with huge physicality as we had anticipated, with both 
teams throwing everything they had into every aspect of the game. 5 minutes into the game Prince Henry's won a 
penalty which they successfully converted to put them 3-0 ahead. This did not seem to faze us at all as soon after 
we won a penalty of our own which was converted by Ryan Hewlett to make it 3-3. From this point on Ravens 
Wood started to take a firm hold of the game with Archie Holland and  Abel Paintsil carrying hard to get us over 
the opposition gain line in attack, and Scott MacAulay, Tariq Reid-Musa and Kai Pearce-Paul applying lots of  
pressure to win turnovers at the breakdown.  

10 minutes of the second half was remaining and Ravens Wood won a penalty and opted to kick for touch, giving 
us great field position on the opposing 22m line. The boys then perfected the lineout and Archie Holland broke 
through the Prince Henry defence, only to be stopped short of the line. A physical clear out at the ruck and quick 
hands from Austin Emmerson and Tane Feldhaus-Davies then allowed Luke Cooper to score a great team try in the 
corner. Ryan Hewlett then continued his fine kicking form to score the conversion from right out on the left hand 
touch line. 10-3 to Ravens Wood! 

Half-time was fast approaching and Ravens Wood had produced some superb defensive work on their own 5  
metre line to deny Prince Henry from scoring. From this point on, Ravens Wood worked their way up the pitch 
through the forward before releasing the backs who put us just outside the opposition's 22. Tane Feldhaus-
Davies then put in some great footwork to make another line break before offloading to Kai Pearce-Paul who 
scored right under the posts. Ryan Hewlett added the extras and Ravens Wood went in at half time 17-3 ahead. 

The second half got under way and just like the first half the game was very tight with huge hits going in as both 
sides looked to assert themselves on the game. However, it was Prince Henry who struck first again with a well 
worked try to make the score 17-10. The pressure then built on both teams as they each had opportunities to 
score, which they squandered. 

With 15 minutes left of the game Ravens Wood finally made the breakthrough as some great build up play and ball 
retention put Ravens Wood in the Prince Henry 22, where we were able to draw in defenders from opposition  
before exploiting the space out wide where Ryan Hewlett was waiting to dive over line and make the score 24-10 
to Ravens Wood. Tane Feldhaus-Davies intercepted a pass from the Prince Henry's centre, before racing away to 
cross over the white wash. Ryan Hewlett once again added the extras to make the score 24-10 to Ravens Wood.  

The third Ravens Wood try of the game seemed to have deflated Prince Henry and only made Ravens Wood  
hungry for more. 5 minutes later Tane Feldhaus-Davies who always shows a great understanding of the game 
made a superb intercept before running from inside his own half to put Ravens Wood 29-10 ahead. The large 
crowd of Prince Henry supporters had now disappeared and the home fans that were left were being out sung by 
the 8 Ravens Wood students who came to support the playing squad.  

Ravens Wood had not finished there though and in the final minutes of the game Archie Holland picked from 8 at 
the base of the scrum, handed off the flanker and stepped the full back before crossing the line to make the final 
score 34-10 to Ravens Wood.  

The boys now look forward to the National Bowl Semi-Final which will be played at home against St. George's  
College, Weybridge.   

Mr D Meehan, Master i/c of Rugby 



16 

RWS FOOTBALL 

 The football program is flying at the moment with more successes 
over the past few weeks. The Year 7 A team are through to the last 
16 of the ESFA Elite National Cup after beating Harris Crystal Palace 
2 -1 with an impressive brace from Louis LeBars. The year 7 B team 
are through to play Farrington’s on Saturday at home in the Kent 
cup quarter final. 

The year 8 football team put in an impressive performance beating 
Harefield with Ciaran Hayes scoring a hat trick to send us through 
to play Langley in the last 16 of the ESFA Elite National cup. 

The year 9 football team have now received confirmation of entry 
to the Dallas cup in 2018. The boys will be looking to step up the 
training in the coming months in preparation for the tournament 
having just completed the second round of fitness testing. Round 4 
of the Kent cup will provide valuable preparation for what will no 
doubt be a great trip. 

Year 11 in particular are flying the black and green flag high by 
reaching the quarter final two national cups, the semi final of the 
Kent cup and by comprehensively beating our friends at Hayes 9-1 
with Kenton Nwaozoh scoring goals for fun at the moment. 

The Football Acadamy are currently sitting in fourth position in the 
U19 Academies Premiership and hope to push on in the new year. 

Things are looking good for 2018 with some possible silverware on 
the horizon for a number of year groups. 

RWS PE Department 

 


